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ABSTRACT

Banks are considered as the backbone of any economy. Productivity and
Profitability of banks enhances the economic health of the country. After
Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization of Indian economy, there is
paradigm shift in entire country. The waves has also affected banking sector in
positive way. The present study is an attempt to evaluate the productivity and
profitability of four major banks in India majorly, SBI, PNB, ICICI and HDFC.
SBI and PNB are the giant in public sector banks and similarly, ICICI and HDFC,
are holding top positions in private sector banks in India. To calculate productivity
and profitability, ratio analysis technique is used. The study tries to find out whether
there is a significant difference of productivity and profitability of public and
private sector. The result of the study shows that there is significant difference in
profitability of the public and private sector banks, but no significant difference
in productivity of public and private sector banks. Earlier studies conducted on
comparison between public and private sector banks conclude that public sector
banks are lagging far behind private sector banks in the terms of both productivity
and profitability (Makkar & Singh, 2012)., but this study concludes that public
sector banks are coming up with high productivity and low profitability when
compared with private sector banks. To increase profitability banks should embrace
to adopt new technology to compete with private sector banks and also to successful
survive in the market.
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INTRODUCTION

Indian banking industry is the backbone of country’s economy that plays a very important
role to strengthen the financial system of the country. The banking systems of the
developing nations are suffering from the poor performance in the terms of profitability
and productivity because of less investment in technology and excessive government
regulations (Makkar and Singh, 2012). To solve this problem various reforms has been
taken up and implemented to foster the growth of banking sector in India. India is one of
the fastest and developing and growing economies in the world. This sector is
tremendously competitive and recorded a growth in right trend (Ram Mohan 2008).
Indian Banking has increased its total assets five times within the period from March
2000 to March 2010, i.e. US$ 250 million to US$ 1.30 trillion and CAGR of 18% as
compared to the country’s GDP of 7.5% during the same period. The commercial banking
assets to GDP ratio has increased to nearly 100 percent while the ratio of bank’s business
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to GDP has recorded nearly twofold, from 68 percent to 135 percent. The overall
development has been lucrative with enhancement in banking industry efficiency and
productivity, (Dwivedi & Charyulu 2011). The study tries to evaluate the productivity
and profitability of selected commercial banks in India though the techniques of ratio
analysis. High productivity and profitability leads to soundness of the industry, but the
basic reason behind low productivity may be mismanagement, liquidity, credit policy,
rise in operational costs and lack of human resource management. The present study
attempts to evaluate the productivity and profitability of the selected public and private
sector banks in India. The study has been divided into six sections. Section 1 is the
introduction , Section 2 defines the terms profitability and productivity. Section 3 is
related to review of literature. Section 4 related to objective, hypothesis and methodology,
section 5 is related to result analysis and the last section discuss the conclusion and
recommendations if any.

Profitability
The term profitability is related measure where profit is expressed as a percentage of
total business. There are several measures to calculate profitability ratios. Some
researchers take ROA, ROE and Cost to Income to evaluate the profitability of the
banks and some take spread and burden as profitability measure. In this study profitability
is taken as the difference of spread ratio and burden ratio i.e difference of income and
expenditure. No doubt profitability is the most important and reliable indicator as it gives
a broad indication of a bank to raise its income level. The improved profitability is the
good indicator of performance of the bank. Higher the profitability leads to higher
satisfaction to shareholders, managers, customers as well in the terms of better services
and high technology. Now these days’ banks spending are more as compared to previous
era.  To come up with high tech, banks are spending heavily on upcoming new technologies
to make Indian banking world class. And this is the reason of high operating expenditure
in banks. This expense may costs in short run but definitely it proves fruitful and
indispensible in long run.

Productivity
Investopedia defines productivity as an economic measure of output per unit of input.
The concept of productivity is more easily applied to industrial settings while it is more
difficult to define and measure in the context of services sector, including the banking
industry. In the present study deposits per employee and total expense are taken as
input, advances per employee and total income, are taken as output for measuring
productivity of banks.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Several studies conducted on profitability and productivity of the Indian banking sector.
The aim of this section is get an idea of some important studies in the same field. V Brinda
Devi (2013) suggest that profitability ratios are employed by the management in order to
assess how efficiently they carry on their  business operations and also it is suggested for
the entire bank to take effective steps to improve the operating efficiency of the business.

Prestige International Journal of Management & IT- Sanchayan, Vol. 3(1), 2014, pp. 53-61. ISSN:
2277-1689 (Print), 2278 – 8441 (Online)

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


55

Joshi (2013) carried away the comparison of selected public sector banks on their
profitability ratios which includes SBI, PNB, Canara Bank, Bank of Baroda and Bank of
India. The study concluded that Net operating profit ratio and PBT to net worth ratio is
not similar while, Net profit margin ratio, PAT to net income and PAT to net worth is
similar for the selected banks in India. Makkar and Singh (2012), concluded after using
ratio analysis, there is significant difference in productivity of the private and public
sector bank and when profitability is concerned, there is no significant difference. Uppal
(2011) pointed out the efficiency and productivity of Indian Banking sector in E-Age
technology. The study uses ratio analysis for comparison of pre reform era and post
reform era. Efficiency and Productivity has been measured to seek results and concluded
that e- age has an impact on banking industry in India where private sector banks are
leading and public sector banks are lagging behind in adapting technological advancements.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The following are the objectives of the study

• To evaluate the profitability of selected public and private sector banks in India.

• To analyze the productivity of selected public and private sector banks in India.

• To give suggestions and recommendations for the improvement in the productivity
and profitability of the Indian Commercial Banks.

In relation to objectives, following are the hypothesis:

Ho1- There is no significant difference between the profitability of selected public and
private sector banks in India.

Ho2- There is no significant difference between the productivity of selected public and
private sector banks in India.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This analytical study is an attempt to fill important theoretical and methodological gaps
that were found. This study is mainly based on the secondary data collected from annual
reports of different public and private sector banks, statistical tables published by RBI,
different websites and journals. It covers a period of five years (2008-09 to 2012-13).
The sample is taken of four major banks of Indian commercial banks for analysis- two
from public sector banks (SBI and PNB) and two from private sector banks (ICICI and
HDFC). The ratio analysis is used to measure productivity and profitability of public and
private sector banks in India then their significance is checked with the help of T-test.

Calculation of Profitability Ratios

Profitability ratio can be calculated as the difference between spread ratio and burden
ratio. Spread ratio is the difference of Interest earned and Interest paid to total volume
of business of the bank, whereas burden ratio is the difference of non operating expense
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and non operating income to total volume of business of the bank. The profitability ratios
can be calculated as follows:

Profitability Ratio= Spread Ratio(S) – Burden Ratio (B)
Spread Ratio (S) = Interest Earned Ratio (E) – Interest Paid Ratio (P)
Burden Ratio (B) = Non – operating Expense Ratio (O) – Non Operating Income
Ratio (N)

The above variable can be defined as follows:

Table 1: Description of Ratios used in calculating Profitability Ratio

S.No. Ratio Abbreviation used Calculation
1 Interest Earned Ratio E
2 Interest Paid Ratio P
3 Non - Interest Income Ratio N
4 Non- operatingExpense Ratio O

Total Interest Earned/ Volume of Business
Total Interest paid/ Volume of Business
Total non Interest income/ Volume of Business
Total non Interest expense/ Volume of Business

Calculations of Productivity Ratios

Productivity is the ratio of output to input, higher the ratio, higher productive is the unit.
And it can be calculated as follows:

Table 2: Description of Ratios used in calculating Productivity Ratio

S.No. Ratio Calculation

FINDINGS

Ratio analysis has been used in this paper as it is considered as a powerful tool to
analyze the productivity and profitability of the various categories of banks. The common
denominator used for developing various profitability ratios is business volume (deposits
+ advances). Productivity is measured in terms of the output per unit of input where
output is taken as volume of the business and input is taken as employee per bank during
the year. Various tables show the calculation of productivity and profitability of the
selected banks. With reference to the following table 3 and table 4, it can be summarized
that volume of both the public as well as private sector banks is increasing. When
profitability is concerned, the profitability of both the sector bank is increasing barring
few years because of high expenditure on non Interest income. SBI and associates
shows increasing trend till 2011-12 but there is decline in the year 2012-13, the reason
may be low Interest. Income and high Interest paid.  In case of PNB profitability is not
much affected with the same reason but the because of high non Interest expenditure
there profitability declines.  Both private sector banks shows increasing trend in
profitability ratio. There ratios are much higher than the ratios of public sector banks.
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Table 3: Variables used in calculation of Profitability and Productivity Ratios
(In Millions)

Source: Various Issues of SBI & Associates and PNB

Table 4: Calculation of Profitability Ratios

Table 5: Variables used in calculation of Profitability and Productivity Ratios
(In Millions)

Source: Various Issues of ICICI & Associates and HDFC

Table 6:  Calculation of Profitability Ratios
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Fig1. Profitability ratio on the basis of spread and burden

Table 7 and Table 8 show the productivity trends of selected public and private sector
banks of India. Both the sector bank shows increasing trend in business per employee
which is taken as a base for interpreting productivity ratio. Table 9 shows the comparison
of profitability and productivity of selected banks of both the sectors. In the terms of
productivity, both shows increasing trend but private sector banks are leading with high
productivity as compared to public sector banks. Now the question is related to
significance difference in profitability and productivity of selected banks of both the
sector.

Table 7: Calculation of Productivity Ratios of Public Sector Bank

Table 8: Calculation of Productivity Ratios of Private Sector Bank
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Fig2. Productivity ratio on the basis of BPE

Table 9: Summarization of Profitability and Productivity Ratios of Public and
Private Sector Bank

T test has been applied on both the sectors and the results are as follows. The first
hypothesis is related to significance difference in profitability of both the sector banks.
T value is 8.837 with the significance .001, these value leads to rejection of null hypothesis
and it is interpreted that there is significance difference in both the sector banks in the
terms of profitability.

Table 10: Paired Samples Test on Profitability Ratios of Selected Banks

Source:  Computed results from SPSS (Ho1)

Second hypothesis is concerned with the significance difference in productivity of both
the sector banks. T value is -2.288 at 4 degree of freedom with the significance of
0.084, which leads to acceptance of null hypothesis that there is no significant difference
in productivity of both the sector banks.
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Table 11: Paired Samples Test on Productivity of Selected Banks

Source:  Computed results from SPSS (Ho2)

DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS

As far as result of study is concerned related to profitability and productivity of selected
public and private sector banks, profitability of private sector banks are high as compared
to public sector banks. The profitability ratios of ICICI bank and HDFC bank during the
study period (2008-09 to 2012-13) show an increasing trend from 4.2 to 4.4, while the
public sector banks have different trend where profitability ratios moved 3.0 to 2.9.
Productivity ratios of public sector banks are relatively higher than the private sector
banks except in the year 2008-09 and 2009-10.  Productivity ratio of public sector banks
moved from 128.9 to 209.1, and private sector banks moved from 130.1 to 171.1. Paired
sample test on productivity come up with insignificant difference between selected
banks of public and private sector banks while on profitability is shows significant
difference between the selected public and private sector banks. To increase the
profitability in public sector bank, banks need to manage the deposits and expenditures
effectively. And to increase the productivity in both the sector banks new techniques of
doing operational work should be implemented.

LIMITATIONS
The study has the following limitations:

• In present study only 2 banks are taken into consideration from each sector.

• There are some other measures also to calculate the productivity and efficiency of
banks, for the time being the tool taken for calculation of productivity is Ratio Analysis.

• The study considers only quantitative aspects of productivity not the qualitative
aspects.

CONCLUSION

With reference to profitability, there is a significant difference between the selected
banks of public and private sector. And when productivity is concerned, there is no
significant difference between the selected banks of public and private sector. Although
both sectors show increasing trend in productivity ratios but in comparison private sector
banks are having high productivity and high profitability. Public sector bank shows low
productivity, the reason may be high staffing. Staff needs to be managed according to
the business and forecasting of human resource planning can be done accordingly.
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